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Evolution of Systemic Racism 

Suggestions for Movies and DVD’s to Watch and Books to Read 
 

Netflix 
Documentaries: 
 

1. Let it Fall – decade leading up to Rodney King and LA Riots 
2. LA92 – Impact of LA Riots and chronicles history of Police Brutality 
3. When They See Us  -  the Central Park 5 -  five students (minors) convicted of murder (prosecutor 

misconduct) 
4. 13th – The history of racial discrimination and how it evolved from Black codes through Jim Crow 

through Mass Incarceration through Voter Suppression 
5. The Trial of the Chicago 7 -  after the 1968 Democratic National Convention – Attorney General plus 

Trial Judge misconduct.  Important here because of treatment of Bobby Seale 
6. Becoming – Michele Obama 
7. Dear White People – make sure you watch the Netflix series, not the movie 
8. Self-Made – fictionalized documentary 
9. Marshall – account of Thurgood Marshall 

 
Movies that highlight the Black experience: 
 

10. Da 5 Bloods – Spike Lee 
11. Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom – Ma learns how to successfully play the system. 
12. Moonlight 
13. All Day and All Night  - young Black boy struggles to not be his father in prison 

 

DVD 
 

1. I Am Not Your Negro.  Written by James Baldwin;  Directed by Raoul Peck.  Academy Award Nominee 
2016 Best Documentary Feature 

2. O.J. Made in America.  A 30 for 30 Documentary Event.  ESPN Films. 5 Disc series on Race in America.  
2016 

3. Slavery by Another Name.  Official Selection 2012 Sundance Film Festival.  PBS 
4. 13th.   2017  Netflix  streaming is free 
5. Exploring Our Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 3 Pack DVD – PBS 
6. America Beyond the Color Line with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. DVD- PBS 
7. Black Amercia since MLK: And Still I Rise   PBS   2016 
8. Freedom Riders: Could You Get on the Bus?  PBS  2011 
9. Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years 1954-1965   PBS 1996 – 3 disk, 6 hours 
10. The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross .   PBS  2013 

 

Books 
 

 

https://shop.pbs.org/exploring-our-roots-with-henry-louis-gates-jr.-3-pack-dvd/product/AFAL600
https://shop.pbs.org/america-beyond-the-color-line-with-henry-louis-gates-jr.-dvd/product/ABCL600
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1. Anderson, Carol (2017 White Rage Bloomsbury Publishing 
 

2. Baldwin, James, (1995) Collected Essays : Not of a Native Son / Nobody Knows My Name / The Fire 
Next Time / No Name in the Street / The Devil Finds Work / Other Essays (Library of America) … or 
just get The Fire Next Time. 

 
3. Berry, Daina Ramey and Kali Nicole Gross (2020). A Black Women’s History of the United States.  

Beacon Press.  Boston 
 

4. Blight, David W. (2018).  Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom 
 

5. Bridges, Khiara (2019) Critical Race Theory: A Primer Foundation Press 
T 

6. Brodkin, Karen (2010). How Jews Became White Folks and What That Says About Race in America.  
Rutgers University Press. 
 

7. Chang, Gordon H. (2019) Ghosts of Gold Mountain: The Epic Story of the Chinese Who Build the 
Transcontinental Railroad 
 

8. Clark-Pujara, Christy (2016)  Dark Work:  The Business of Slavery in Rhode Island, The New York 
University Press 

 
9. Coates, Ta-Nehisi (2015) Between the World and Me.  Text Publishing 

 
10. Douglas, Kelly Brown (2015) Stand Your Ground:  Black Bodies and the Justice of God.  Orbis Books 

 
11. Douglass, Frederick (2019) Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: An American Slave Gildan Media 

 
12. DuBois, W.E.B. (2003) The Souls of Black Folk Barnes and Noble Classics 

 
13. DuBois, W.E.B. (1999) Dark Water:  Voices From Within the Veil.  Dover Publications 

 
14. Dyson, Michael Eric (2017) Tears We Cannot Stop : A Sermon to White American.  St. Martin’s Press 

 
15. Emerson, Michael and Christian Smith (2000) Divided by Faith.  Evangelical Religion and the Problem of 

Race in America.  Oxford University Press 
 

16. Fernando, Jody Wiley(2016) Pondering Privilege: Toward a Deeper Understanding of Whiteness, Race, 
and Faith.  Next Step Publishers 
 

17. Ford, Clyde W. (2022). Of Blood and Sweat: Black Lives ad the Making of White Power and Wealth. 
Amistad Harper Collins 
 

18. Gorski, Philip and Perry, Samuel (2022) The Flag and the Cross: White Christian Nationalism and the 
Threat to American Democracy Oxford 
 

19. Hannah-Jones, Nikole (2021) The 1619 Project. One World Publishing  
 

20. Harris, Richard (2012). Growing Up Black in South Madison: Economic Disenfranchisement of Black 
Madison.  RoyTex Publishing, Madison, Wi 
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21. Hart, Drew G.I. (2016) Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing theWay the Church views Racism. Herald Press 

 
22. Hubing, Ben (2022) George Wallace in Wisconsin The History Press 

 
23. Irving, Debbie (2014). Waking up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race 

 
24. Jacobson, Matthew Friye (1998). Whiteness of a Different Color:  European Immigrants and the 

Alchemy of Race.   Harvard University Press 
 

25. Kendi, Ibram X. (2016). Stamped From the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America,  
Nation Press 
 

26. Kendi, Ibram x. (2019) How to Be an Anti-Racist.  One World Press, Division of Penguin Random House 
 

27. Lyiscott, Jamila (2019).  Black Appetite, White Food:  Issues of Race, Voice, Justic Within and Beyond 
the Classroom. Routledge Press 
 

28. McGhee, Heather (2021).  The Sum of Us: What Racisms Costs Everyone. One Word Penguin Random 
House. 
 

29. Menakem, Resma (2017).  My Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized Traum and the Pathway to Mendong 
Our Hearts and Bodies.  Central Recovery Press. 
 

30. Merritt, Tyler with David Tieche. (2021).  I Take My Coffee Black:  Reflections on Tupac, Musical 
Theater, Faith and Being Black in America.  Worthy, New York 
 

31. Metzl, Jonathan (2019). Dying of Whiteness. Basic Books.  
 

32. Raboteau, Albert J. (2004). Slave Religion:  The Invisible Institution in the Antebellum South.  Osford 
University Press. 
 

33. Robinson,  Eugene (2010). Disintegration:  The Splintering of Black America.  Anchor Books, New York 
 

34. Rothstein, Richard (2017) The Color of Law:   A Forgotten History of How our Government Segregated 
America.  Liveright Publishing. division of Norton Publishing 
 

35. Smith, Clint (2021). How The Word is Passed: A Reckoning With the History of Slavery.  Little, Brown 
& Co.  New York  (UW Madison Big Read for 2022) 

 
36. Stevenson, Bryan (2015): Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption  Spiegel and Grau 

 
37. Thurman, Howard (1949). Jesus and the Disinherited.  Beacon Press.  Boston 

 
38. Tolchluk, Shelly (2010). Witnessing Whiteness:  The need to talk about Race and How to do it.  

Rowman and Littlefield 
 

39. Villaneuva, Victor, Jr. (1993). Bootstraps: From an American Academic of Color.  National Council of 
Teachers of English 
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40. Ward, Jesmyn (2016) The Fire This Tie: A New Generation Speaks About Race.  Scribner, New York 
 

41. Whitehead, Colson (2018) The Underground Railroad. Anchor Books 
 

42. Wilkerson, Isabel (2010) The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration  First 
Vintage Books 
 

43. Wilkerson, Isabel (2020).  Caste: The Origins of our Discontents.  Random House 
 

44. Wise, Tim (2011).  White Like Me:  Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son.  Soft Skull Press 
 

45. Yancy, George (2012), Look, a White! : Philosophical Essays on Whiteness.  Temple University Press 
 

Articles 
 

1. Brennan Center, The Electoral College Explained (2022) https://www.brennancenter.org/our-
work/research-reports/electoral-college-explained 

 
2. Clayton, Moore & Jones-Eversley, The Impact of Donald Trump’s Presidency on the Well-Being of 

African Americans, 50 Journal of Black Studies 707 (2019) 
 

3. Codrington, The Electoral College’s Racist Origins, The Atlantic (November 2019) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/11/electoral-college-racist-origins/601918/ 
 

4. Coll, The Case for Dumping the Electoral College, The New Yorker (September 2020) 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/09/21/the-case-for-dumping-the-electoral-college 
 

5. Dobbins-Harris, The Myth of Abortion as Black Genocide: Reclaiming our Reproductive Choice, 26 
National Black Law J. 85 (2017)  
 

6. Guess, The Social Construction of Whiteness: Racism by Intent, Racism by Consequence, 32 Critical 
Sociology 649 (2006) 

7. Kozhimannil, Hassan and Hardeman, Abortion Access as a Racial Justice Issue 
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2209737 

 
8. National Immigration Forum, The Great Replacement Theory Explained (2022) 

https://immigrationforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Replacement-Theory-Explainer-1122.pdf 
 

9. Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders – The Kerner Report (1968) 
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/national-advisory-commission-civil-disorders-
report 
 

10. Richards, The Electoral College Conundrum, The Atlantic (November 2018) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/11/electoral-college-gives-trump-and-gop-
boost/576448/ 

 
11. Lindner, Defining Whiteness: Perspectives on Privilege, 18 Gnovis Journal 43 (2018) 

 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/electoral-college-explained
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/electoral-college-explained
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/11/electoral-college-racist-origins/601918/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/09/21/the-case-for-dumping-the-electoral-college
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2209737
https://immigrationforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Replacement-Theory-Explainer-1122.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/national-advisory-commission-civil-disorders-report
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/national-advisory-commission-civil-disorders-report
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/11/electoral-college-gives-trump-and-gop-boost/576448/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/11/electoral-college-gives-trump-and-gop-boost/576448/
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12. Report, Presidential Committee on Harvard & the Legacy of Slavery, Harvard & the Legacy of Slavery 
(2022) 
 

13. The President’s Advisory 1776 Commission Final Report (2021) 
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Presidents-Advisory-1776-
Commission-Final-Report.pdf 
 

14. Williams, The Right-Wing Mothers Fuelling the School-Board Wars The New Yorker (November 2022) 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/11/07/the-right-wing-mothers-fuelling-the-school-
board-wars 

https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Presidents-Advisory-1776-Commission-Final-Report.pdf
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Presidents-Advisory-1776-Commission-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/11/07/the-right-wing-mothers-fuelling-the-school-board-wars
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2022/11/07/the-right-wing-mothers-fuelling-the-school-board-wars

